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I'am delighted to be here and absolutely delighted to
be the first speaker for the Rabiul Husain Memorial
Lecture. Rabiul Bhai was droll, charming and
insightful. I always enjoyed talking with him and
hearing his thoughts as the exhibitions for the new
Liberation War Museum evolved.

I worked for the Office of Charles Eames at
the beginning of my career; I worked on the
restoration of two of Louis Kahn’s three museums
in the middle; and now I am working with the
trustees, staff and volunteers of the Liberation War
Museum. I hope as I ruminate about these different
experiences and what [ may have learned, that you
find it interesting, or at least not too boring.

Kahn, of course, was one of the most significant
architect of the 20th century. Eames, who was
asked to leave his Beaux-arts architectural studies
after two years for being “prematurely interested
and concerned with Frank Lloyd Wright,” practiced
architecture early on always thought of himself as
an architect. In his last interview, he commented: “I
use architect as a generic term, because for me it’s
come to mean just giving structure to anything.”

I had the opportunity to work with Kahn’s
museums because Bob Staples and I, after thirty
years, had made a pretty good reputation for
ourselves as interpretive planners and designers
for museums. My chance to work at the Eames
Office, however, was literally a chance, a fluke. I
was a few years out of college, had made theater
costumes professionally and when I couldn’t find

work in Hollywood, a costume designer whom
I had met, suggested to her friends, Charles and
Ray Eames, that I might be useful. I didn’t know
who they were. I quickly learned. Over the nearly
forty years that their office was active, they created
significant furniture, films and exhibitions.

LIBERATION WAR MUSEUM

What can I tell you about the Liberation War
Museum? If you haven’t been there you must
go0. My role was to help find the structure for the
exhibitions as the museum was moving to its new
home in Agargaon and share whatever skills I
have with the young team. I learned far more than
I could possibly offer.

Twenty-five years after the independence of
Bangladesh, the museum was conceived by eight
trustees to preserve the history of the war for
independence and assure that future generations
learned of the shared Bengali values for which
they had fought and for which so many had lost
their lives. The dedication of these trustees is truly
inspiring.

Almost every museum worldwide has a mission
to engage the public and be relevant to their
communities, whether local or national or
international. But the Liberation War Museum is a
true Agent of Change, active on the national stage
and increasingly internationally, encouraging
people to care-to care about values and what we
can do to make a more just world and to confront
ignorance about genocide and other horrors of

+ TS g

e &fe MRR@SIF SRET (A0 4 & AR
e e e s Jfegm egeE, a9
afesre! Gis RO | 2056 I eRe fges,
JRA ACS Yfeqa qed @ Sl Mg, ©ite
e gofs GRS g 2@ @I el |
b VORI 2032 YETa TGE A @0 FAfS
IS ma @Y ey 2% [T AR
HEE TGO WIS A E WS OoT
T (FCY | AT Fe L2 WP I& RO
G DI | R ACACR WIOT TR TP,
FAfS @ TAMDASR BT 23 8 OFF & @ SNCE
AfSBIT F& T GR @S oA g 72
(2 T SACI FIG [ el Sfweee!, @F A
e AR T Fie T wiews! | IR
SIF 92 e SfSeere SN[ (e 4H0E I909F
TEEOF AN (Y TAFe efiww, FE,
LTI PRI SoF et N |

ST JIETC oS BABHTHR AT Torife
JIGT (ST T I A LT3 (RN QTS
R g, I IR Jred e e «fb
ey JWF =, 8-9T B WY

humanity.

For me the lesson of the Liberation War Museum
is “commitment” from the trustees, from the staff,
from the volunteers, and through all of them to the
nation.

Let me close with a pair of quotes.-Perhaps
especially for the student.

Charles Eames had an expression that Bob and I
often repeated to each other: “What’s the best you
can do by Tuesday?”

“Tuesday” of course is a stand-in, a metaphor for
any real deadline or any other real or imagined
barrier to excellence.

And as Kahn would say:

“Very good isn’t good.”
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