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Excerpts from the Discussion by
Mofidul Hoque

While speaking at the webinar organized in the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan I wonder at the historical affinity of the two
nations. We used to say about Bangladesh that the state is new but
the civilization ancient, as history of Bengal dates back to about
two thousand years when various waves of civilisation flowed
over the land to mingle together to give the people its unique
Bengali identity. Harmony in diversity of religion and ethnicity
has been a salient feature of the land. The same is true of Jordan,
the state being born in 1946 with a great historical past to be
proud of. Jordan is a citadel of civilisation, a place where different
cultures met and overlapped each other. Embracing diversity and
promoting inclusiveness forms the basis of both the state.
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was born at a remote village of
Tungipara on 17 March 1920, and had his early education at
rural and small town
schools. He came
to the cosmopolitan
city of Kolkata to
get higher education
which also provided
him the exposure
to metropolitan
culture. With the
end of colonial rule
and partition of
India he settled in
Dhaka, the capital
of newly created
Eastern Province of
Pakistan.
Right from the
begining Pakistan
became a centralised state with the Western wing dominating over
the Eastern part. The first major conflict arose on the question of
language when Bengali, the mother tongue of the Bengali people
who constituted 56% of the population, was not recognised as one
of the state languages. Sheikh Mujib, the youth leader was at the
forefront of the protest and was arrested and jailed on 14 March,
1948, only months after the establishment of Pakistan. That was
the beginning of life-long crusade of Sheikh Mujib, to establish
the rights of the Bengali people and ensure opportunity for them

Foreign Minister of Palestine

D 200m Link: https://z00m.us/j/914502016007pwd=WGx2WDR3K2FSTXFFd040d2X6MDhLZ209 Date: 29 December, 2020

Time: 11:30 AM (Jordan)
03:30 PM (Dhaka)

to freely pursue their political, economic, social and cultural
development. He championed the Bengali national identity that
embraces Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists and Christians irrespective
of their religious or ethnic identity, bonded together by their
common linguistic cultural identity.

Bangabandhu will ever be remembered for what he was achieved
and the ideals he represented. His great contribution to history is
gradually getting more and more recognised. A glaring example
is the recognition of 7 March speech as Memory of the World by
UNESCO in 2017. In the citation of this recognition UNESCO
observed :

“The speech constitute a faithful documentation of how the failure
of post-colonial nation-state to develop inclusive, democratic
society alienate their population belonging to different ethnic,
cultural, linguistic or religious groups.

The speech effectively declared the independence of Bangladesh.”
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib took his rightful place among the
leaders of the third world liberation struggles. He was a good
friend of Indira Gandhi, Houari Boumedine, Joseph Broz Tito,
Yasser Arafat, Fidel Castro, Anwar Sadat and others. He took
special care to build-up ties with Arab countries. He send his
personal emmisary to the Islamic countries. He was a great
champion of the Palestinian cause.
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In Joyous
Bangladesh

y the hundreds of thousands, they
tumed out last week to welcome the |
Bangabandhu, the

2 Airport,

stupendous_jostling
glimpse of him, 1o 5
brace him as b
white RAF
m home. Th

shower flowers
ed Dodge truck that
p inch-by-inch

win
on

the bunting:
took him into the
pace through

e never seen crowds ke it,
a veleran Britsh diplomat as

Mujib (center, on truck) in triumphal return to Dacca: Some doubts dispelled

y asserting his command over Bangladesh.  ceremonial post, he promptly resigned
“I want to tell you in clear and un-  that job, took up the Prime Ministership
iguous terms that ours will be a sec- ~and rejuggled the portfolios of his min-
% sters to form an expanded, twelve-mem-

a d he
of Bangladesh. Still, after the
his captivity in West Pakistan (page people as_President of Banglad
lered whether the which he had beer
ujib would retum to them as still under West P
fi hey only two days af
known, In shori order, he
such fears. Despite the f
roundabout flight to freedom via London
Ne:

al of red in his frst offcial speech
11),

retum and
tations with_aides,
provisional

ists; he made no attempt to
with the more radical ele-
the Mukti Bahini guer-
dgling nation. To one

ter an oir t. ing
vigor and decisiveness into the task of thus reduced the Presidency to a largely

10 Newsweek, January 24, 1972
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