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Heavy fighting as Shaikh Mujibur
declares E Pakistan independent

SV war raged in the eastern  Political activity throughout travellers crossing into India
::\ge.\:l of Pakistan last night after Pakistan has been banned and  The Press Trust of |”.lh;‘. quot-
der, Shaikh total censorship has been im- ing reports from the Fast Paki-
had pro- posed stan-India  border, ~said that

indepen-  Official communications be- Dacea, the capital of the eastern

Yahya tween East Pakistan and the rest wing, had become a * battle-
h's of the world have been cut. The field™. It also gquoted Shaikh
ounced only news about the day's drama-  Mujibur's claim that West Paki-
tic developments came in clandes- stan troops had been surrounded
tine radio bulletins broadcast by East Pakistan troops and
from Dacca and from reports by police in six cities.
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Shared Journey

Country Presentation of Bangladesh

The country panel of Bangladesh provides
a glimpse of the victim women stories of Program in early 1972 to look after victim
suffering during and after the war in many women. The Government also communicated

ways. During the Liberation War
of 1971, the Pakistan occupation
army and their local collaborators
perpetrated  international  crimes
(genocide, crimes against humanity,
war crimes) and massive human
rights violations against the Bengali
civilians. Pakistan Army committed
sexual assault, including kidnapping,
rape, torture, forced pregnancy of
Bengali women. Around 3,00,000-
4,00,000 women were raped, and
approximately 4,000 war babies were
born due to war-time rapes in 1971.
Many of the victims faced social
castigation and were not taken back
by their family.

% Mofidul Hoque | Trustee | Liberation War Museum

the National Board of Women’s Rehabilitation women

with international humanitarian groups to

were trained on skill-based works to

get settled in life, and with their consent, their
marriages were organized. Mother Teresa

came forward to build shelter homes
for war-babies and their mother.

The rehabilitation programme was
suspended immediately after the
brutal killing of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman in 1975. The
Rehabilitation Centres were closed,
Beerangonas were deserted. After a
decade, a new shift began with the
people’s initiative to memorialize
and demand of justice for genocide
raised through social movement led
by Martyr’s Mother Jahanara Imam.
The movement established a People’s
Tribunal (Gonoadalot) in 1992. As an
outcome of that social movement, to

break the silence of Beerangonas, Ferdousi

Immediately after the independence, Father
of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
rape victims as
He took measures for their
including the legalization of
abortion by rape victims of 1971 and formed

Rahman embraced the
‘Beerangona’.
rehabilitation,

services.

facilitate the adoption of war babies by
interested families from abroad. Supported
by philanthropic organizations like IPPF and
others, clinics and delivery centres were set
up for the victims willing to avail the abortion
In the rehabilitation centres, victim

Priyobhashini, a sculptor, and a few other
Beerangonas came forward to narrate publicly
their sufferings of war-time and post-war
struggle. Beerangonas or victim women’s
narrative showed their resilience

See Page 4
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& JUSTICE: CAN
ORAL HISTORY
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MEMORY LOSS?

Presented by
Afghanistan Human Rights &
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From Page-3

and struggle that is not much known.
FerdousiPriyobhashini  represented that in
a gallant way. Her emergence as sculpter is
amazing. She inspired many other Beerangonas
as well as the youths of Bangladesh.

kkssksjsjj Newly elected Awami League
government, lead by Sheikh Hasina, established
the International Crimes Tribunal of Bangladesh
(ICT-BD) in 2010 to end the impunity of local
collaborators and provide justice to the victims
includingBeerangonas. The government has
formally recognized the Beerangonas as freedom

fighters. The victims now receive financial,
health and other support from the govt. Their
life has changed for better, but we still have a
long way to go for their rehabilitation in the
hearts and minds of the people.

The Rape of Bangladesh with its victims
of sexual violence and the struggle of the
victims to claim rightful place in life as well
as the efforts of Bangladesh to stand by the
Beerangonas remained marginalized by the
major narrative that unfolds in the usual linear
forms. But the narrative of the victims with
their lived experience call for understanding
and analysis from a different perspective. LWM

has collection of many such stories and hope
the exhibition will help all to look beyond the
exclusive history.
We like to invite you to visit the Shared Journey
Exhibition and partake in all events organized
as part of the exhibition. I would especially like
to request all of you to visit Liberation War Mu-
seum physically or virtually to know more about
the Liberation War of 1971 and Bangladesh
genocide, including sexual violence against
Bangladeshi women and their war and post-war
struggle.
Thank you all.

Amena Khatun
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The Greatest Concert Of The Decade
NOW YQOU CAN SEEIT AND HEARIT..
ASIFYOU WERE THERE!
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On 15 August 1975,
Bangabandhu

Building Solidarity through Understanding: Sheikh Mujibur

Rahman -- the first

Pages in the History of Bangladesh & President of

Bangladesh and the

Myanmar Prime Minister of
Bangladesh in 1975

-- was assassinated.

Bangladesh became a nation with a unique
identity. It is natural to face difficulties in building
6359 oycroubiboomn mpeq iecay eat ‘,BI a nation. Bangladesh is born despite challenges

TS TIFEE """1' TTIge ° -—|

waemd  mdos: qj s*c_al:n ) : o

Sramai cacioRem Biak ﬁ
-

c:;!El
eemiiid wemrtoot nedmienst spb

Sodunidon=: ac “eq: :1,“3:\q"::3 L1£331351I 3&::'
f"i-nrr n? 058iponé  odeqdaS maosasoiads
rog:.:n-: q$ ofwecus ::.-d&{" s:o"bmu:uu. .
GQIFE VeIABOIIAE 590508 fn‘rmkm-ﬁ-m' =

s sdeo s momgN K 5 :n‘-{\,é q,gm‘,c— and obstacles. Bangladesh is a nation born
mmgva Bomssfs .;J-J ac qf<lé csF,nc m£ through enduring the war.

o oaaké] 362 _.mScm :né o3 a"‘\:&m 0
oo e.\.n .ao'] ogbana: wa:t)ue r-R..Sw&.\m u3E
cmic m:nc:ucmm :nr'vzo_,‘g 5"::! WOEE ..J:l Qe 9ol ¥97 9% o of b6 78 FEE|

'E.ia}‘:l cﬁ,.sa_chc 2ochsd Bopaat]  aoff o 9t 92 0T PR 20w Feiia|
eoee RQ oG q_we...méu
W1 T G9 ATGTHPS] TGS AT T 27|

@ mommdup: o odoses(d)

(&Y 252 5
Sheikh Mujib has worked in politics for so CT4 YR T2 IZA TS AGANSH Y akm:j% m”’"ﬁ:’?ﬁu i ‘;Gj ;:’n O 4 RO QT S A1 TS 2
many years. Sheikh Mujib is even willing TG G | g o4 G g a 7 '-;':;% ;'23‘0,_,.33_3 4253 v Lrv;u
to give his life for the interests of the S8 O PN o]
state. e FATT@ Gia free s 2/gs G|
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Burma and Bangladesh share a history of seeking
to build solidarity through understanding. As
Bangladesh marks another National Mourning Day,
we honor that history. We pay tribute to
Bangladesh’s struggles and loss, and we
acknowledge the solidarity it has shown
#WithTheRohingya.
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