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Antonio Guterres
Secretary-General of the United Nations
2 October 2025

On this International Day of Non-Violence, we honour the life and
legacy of Mahatma Gandhi, and his unwavering commitment to
peace, truth and dignity for all.

Gandhi not only spoke of these ideals— he lived them. And in this
time of rising tensions and deepening divisions, his message carries
renewed urgency.

We are witnessing a troubling erosion of our shared humanity.
Violence is displacing dialogue. Civilians are bearing the brunt of
conflict. International law is being flouted. Human rights are being
trampled. And the foundations of peace are under strain.

Gandhi understood that non-violence is not a weapon of the weak,
it is the strength of the courageous. It is the power to resist injustice
without hatred; confront oppression without cruelty; and build peace
through dignity, not domination.

In these dangerous and divided times, let us find the strength to follow
his lead, end the suffering, advance diplomacy, heal divisions, and
create a just, sustainable and peaceful world for all.
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