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My Experience in Working with the Children of
LEEDO Peace Home

By Rupakalpa Chowdhury, Curetor

This project first took shape in my
mind when [ attended a seminar at
the Liberation War Museum where
Professor Lindsey K. Horner from the
University of Edinburgh spoke about

Rokeya'’s Sultana'’s Dream. I shared _

this idea with Mofidul Hoque Sir,
whose encouragement gave it wings.
He saw its potential and graciously
connected me with LEEDO Peace
Home. That’s where this beautiful
Jjourney truly began.

In the first session, I began with
storytelling—narrating Rokeya’s
Sultana’s Dream to the children. They
listened with curiosity and joy. We
introduced ourselves to each other,
shared stories about our lives, and
talked about the themes of the story—
freedom, dreams, and possibilities.
It created a space of warmth and
connection, laying the foundation for
everything that followed.

From the second day, we began the wire
sculpture workshop. Each workshop
lasted for two days, and on the final
day, we developed short texts inspired
by Sultana’s Dream, combining
storytelling and art-making.

I introduced the wire medium to help
the children enhance focus, explore
spatial thinking, and experience the
joy of creating something out of
nothing. Though none had ever used
wire before, they quickly embraced
the challenge—twisting, bending, and
shaping animals, abstract designs, and
imaginative forms. Their enthusiasm
and sense of discovery reminded me
how resourceful young minds are
when given trust and tools.

Next was the clay workshop, where 1
introduced terracotta relief techniques.
The theme was personal dreams and
future goals. The children eagerly

sculpted their visions—not only as flat
reliefs but also as small-scale 3D forms
inspired by their daily surroundings.
They explored andplayed, creating for
joy, not just instruction. Many of them
still keep their clay pieces, which
makes me feel my purpose was met—
to plant a seed of creative confidence
that remains.

By the time we began the paper
portrait workshop, our connection
had grown. The children made radiant
self-portraits—using not only paper
but also buttons, stones, paper flowers,
and other found materials. These
portraits became layered expressions
of identity, pride, and playfulness.
Alongside this, we reflected on the
themes of Sultana’s Dream—freedom,
equality, and alternative futures. The
children’s responses—innocent yet
insightful—revealed their capacity
to grasp big ideas when guided with
care.

What continues to stay with me is how
much these children achieved in such
a short time, simply by being given
space—space to feel safe, respected,
and creative. If children living on the
streets across Bangladesh had regular
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access to education and creativity,
I believe our society would thrive
emotionally, intellectually,  and
artistically.

I extend my heartfelt thanks to the
Liberation War Museum for their
financial support and to Mofidul
Hoque Sir for his trust and visionary
guidance. Their belief in nurturing
children’s imagination gave me the
platform to carry out this work with
sincerity and intent.

To LEEDO Peace Home, my deepest
gratitude—for welcoming me, for
believing in the value of art, and for
standing by these children every day.
And to the children—your laughter,
your art, your dreams—you’ve
given me more than I can express.
You reminded me that art is not just
something we make—it’s something
we live.

In the end, this was more than a
series of workshops. It was a shared
story—a journey of love, learning,
and liberation.

The exhibition of the children’s
works will remain open to visitors at
the Liberation War Museum until 4
August.
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The Historic 7th March

Speech of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman

“The Historic 7th March Speech
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman” was delivered by
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman on 7th March, 1971 who
led the people of Bangladesh to
independence in 1971. At that
time when the Pakistani military
rulers refused to transfer power
to the Bengali nationalist leader
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, whose party Awami
League gained majority in the
National Assembly of Pakistan in
the general election held in 1970.
The speech effectively declared
the independence of Bangladesh.
The speech constitutes a faithful
documentation of how the failure
of post-colonial nation-states to
develop inclusive, democratic
society alienates their population
belonging to different ethnic,
cultural, linguistic or religious
groups. The speech was extempore
and there was no written script.
However, the speech survived in
the audio as well as AV versions.”
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