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Dear, wonderful friends at the Liberation
War Museum,

I have been meaning to write for over
a year and as now 2021 is over and
December 16 is days away, I must put
pen to paper (fingers to keyboard) and
express joy and great sympathy.

Joy for all of you, for Bangladesh,
and for the Liberation War Museum.
Congratulations for creating a country
and a museum to document that fight.
In the 25 years that the museum has
been active, you have expanded your
message and power of the museum so
much further than most new museums
around the world. This is truly a time to
celebrate, but not to rest.

Playing a small role in the creation of the
new museum in Agargaon was one of the
finest experiences of my career. I knew
little about Bangladesh and less about
the war. The first days in Segun Bagicha
as we talked about the topics for the new
museum and how they should be weighed
and organized was electrifying. And then
to be able to continue our work and see
the galleries emerge was immensely
gratifying. All of you shared so much
with me. You are terrific teachers.

I should have written immediately when
I learned that Tariq Ali died. My deep
sympathy to all of you. He was so key to
the creation of the new museum and such
a joy to work with. Jared and I called
him our enabler. Many evenings as we
puzzled over the day’s discussions, Tariq
suggested ways to think about what we
heard, enabling our understanding for
the next day’s work. I think of Tariq as
powerful and quiet, mostly not smiling
and every so often breaking into a huge
smile. An amazing man.

Attached is the last photograph that I took

of all of you in 2017— what a wonderful
team. I treasure our friendship. Please let
me know if you ever need a volunteer in
Washington.

Fondly,

Barbara Fahs Charles

Staples & Charles

Museum Consultant & Carousel
Historian
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I want to talk to you about why we have failed
to prevent genocide. When the genocide
convention became our international law, it
was formulated in 1948 but then went into
effect only a few years later. But since that
time over 100 million people have died in
genocides. So never again has become again
and again. Genocide has been the greatest
killer in the history of mankind. So why have
we failed to prevent it?

The United Nations was founded in 1945
and I quote “to save succeeding generations
from the scourge of war, to reaffirm faith
in fundamental human rights. To establish
conditions under which justice and respect
for international law can be maintained and to
promote social progress in larger freedom”.
Now the UN functional agencies have
indeed improved the world, the World Health
Organization, the World Food Programme,
International Labor Organization, UNICEF
many others. But the United Nations has
failed to achieve its core purpose, ‘Prevention
of war and mass atrocities’.

I want to talk about the reasons for this
failure.

. The first reason is the U.N was
founded by imperial colonial powers who
wanted to maintain their power, and who
gave themselves vetoes in the UN Security
Council, and then made the Security Council
the only part of the U.N who could authorize
military force.

o The second reason is that the U.N
Charter which begins as the peoples of the
United Nations is not an organization of
peoples at all, it’s an organization of nation
states. And nation states don’t like to criticize
each other. It was born, in other words,
with a congenital blindness of nationalism.
Nationalism is racism on steroids.

o The third reason that we have failed
is that the U.N was specifically set up to
protect the interest of nation states. And it’s
expressly expressed in article 27 of the U.N
Charter which says, “nothing contained in
the present charter shall authorize the United
Nations to intervene in matters which are
essentially within the domestic jurisdiction
of any state.”

o Now. Another reason why we failed
is denial. Denial of the facts, denial of the
genocides happened. There is denial based
on national interests in which we don’t want
to offend our country that might be insulted
if we said that it had committed genocide. We

see this denial again and again, So what we
have here is in other words, a whole pattern
of denial of genocide and it is continuing
about the Bangladesh genocide in 1971. The
genocide that was so obvious to all of us who
studied genocide. We know genocide from
start, and yet the US has never ever said it
was genocide, none of diplomats are allowed
to say it. When one of our diplomats Mr.
Archer K Blood, Wrote the famous ‘Blood
telegram’ saying this is genocide In 1971,

1. T4, Pr9sfercer (6%

he was recalled and never given another
diplomatic position.

. Let’s talk about another reason
why we failed to prevent genocide. The
International Court of Justice has partially
destroyed the Genocide Convention in its
decisions in Bosnia and Croatia. It said there
wasn’t enough evidence of intent to find
that Serbia had committed genocide, it had
violated the Genocide Convention.

So I leave you with those thoughts and I have
recommended a few actions we can take. I
personally think that it is time to invoke
the article in the U.N Charter that permits
amendments to the Charter, and every

convention actually do it. So I personally and
we hope that we will eventually get there.
But I have, I have confidence because we are
working for the force. People ask me what
my theology is? I tell them well have you
seen Star Wars?. [ think God is the force. God
is the forces not only made the universe but
also made each of us. Love is God’s force
personally expressed. Justice is God’s force
socially expressed. With love and justice we
will win.
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