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I first visited the
Liberation War Museum
in Segun Bagicha in
July of 2007 when I had
gone with a friend to
see an exhibition set up
in memory of Tajuddin
Ahmed, the 1971 prime
minister-in-exile. This
was also the same

time [ met the late and
much loved Tariq Ali, a
Trustee of the museum.
As we were looking

at the exhibits which
included Tajuddin’s
beautiful fountain-pen
handwriting in pages

of his diaries of 1971, I
mentioned to my friend
that in 1971 I had met
Tajuddin a few times to
discuss ways in which
to move relief supplies
over the border into areas of Bangladesh -- then still, officially,
East Pakistan -- which were said to have been liberated.

As we left the exhibition, Tariq Ali came to me and said that he
had overheard me talking about my days in Kolkata and asked

if we would have time to chat over a cup of tea. It was at that
meeting, or one soon after, I also talked things over with Mofidul
Hoque, another trustee of the museum.

On knowing that I had lived and worked in Bangladesh for many
years, Tariq Ali expressed his surprise that the museum was
unaware of my existence and my connection to the Liberation
War.

I told him, at one time with tears running down my cheeks, that
I'had, for many years, blocked out the memories of horror and
death of 1971, and only occasionally referred to my work with
Oxfam in the refugee camps in India in 1971.

I recall that at one meeting, Tariq Ali surprised me by hugging
me and saying how important it was for my own health to open
up and speak and write about 1971. In a way, he “jump-started”
my memories and emotions. He very gently teased out many
memories, however painful they were. I spoke about many
things. I covered all aspects of aid to the refugees of 1971, our
relations with the government of India and, of course, coming to
hear about a motley group of singers and musicians who were
breathing life into some of the over 1100 refugee camps.

It was then that I learned of Tariq Ali’s association with the
Bangladesh Mukti Shangrami Shilpi Shangstha, a troupe which
moved around encouraging both the refugees in the camps, but
more importantly, the freedom fighters in Bangladesh.

I told Tariq Ali that their singing in the refugee camps had
changed the mood of the refugees, and the medical staff
working for Oxfam asked us to obtain harmoniums and tablas
for the camps in order to combat depression in the camps. I had
immediately arranged for the purchase of many sets and the
music had a very positive effect.

ferarefuns wifs wEr

Later, when I visited a camp near Kolkata at a place called
Gobardanga, an old man who had come as a refugee from
Munshiganj said that when the music was played for the first
time, he had closed his eyes and had remembered the smell of
cooking from his wife’s kitchen and had heard the noise made by
his goats and chickens. The melodies and the songs encouraged
him, he said, that he and his family would soon go home.

In the course of a number of discussions and interactions over
the years with Tariq Ali, he was very interested to learn about
Oxfam’s and my links, at that time, with Gandhian organizations
in India and leading Gandhians such as Jayaprakash Narayan,
Narayan Desai, and Vinoba Bhave.

We covered a lot of ground in our discussions, and he was
fascinated when I told him that I had met the “Frontier Gandhi”
Abdul Ghaffar Khan, in Bihar in India during 1969, Gandhi
Centenary Year.

We also spoke about my name being on the Government of
India’s black list during the Emergency of 1975-77, because

of my connection with Gandhian leaders such as Jayaprakash
Narayan.

In recent years, whenever we met at functions at the new
Liberation War Museum, which he cared for so much, he would
say to me, with that wonderful, mischievous smile on his face:
“Julian bhai, I am getting increasingly angry and frustrated that
you are not putting your writing into books. By not writing, you
are cheating the ~

younger generation

from learning so

much valuable

history.”

Only about two

months before he

passed away and

knowing I had

been infected by

Covid-19, when he

phoned me to ask

how I was faring,

he reminded me that

it was the time, in

lockdown, to write.

“Julian bhai, we

are both 75 years

young, we have seen

different aspects of the

Liberation War and the

progress of Bangladesh, so please write ...”

It goes without saying that my first book of memoirs will be
dedicated to him.

When the Government of Bangladesh honoured me with full
citizenship in 2018, one of the first generous text messages that
I received -- still in my phone -- was from Tariq Ali: “Julian, as
your friend and admirer, let me wish you a very warm welcome
as a Bengali.”

On future visits to the Liberation War Museum or at the annual
get-togethers of freedom fighters, I know I will miss his warm
welcoming smile as well as his ability to tease me. And everyone
will miss his singing.
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1 was born and raised in the United States, so
my knowledge of the Liberation War was more

rudimentary. | had learned about the conflict
in broad strokes; however, I never grasped the
true scale and human cost of the conflict until
now.

Visiting the Liberation War Museum has
truly been an eye-opening experience;

seeing the primary sources, artifacts, and
historical documentation has developed my
understanding profoundly, immersing me in
an important chapter of history in a way no
textbook ever could.

I have strong ties to the museum as my
grandfather, Ahmedur Rahman, who was

an engineer that worked for the Chittagong
Ordnance Factory, was killed during the

war. My grandmother donated memorabilia,
including his sherwani and other belongings,
to the museum to help preserve this important
period of Bengali and world history.

My mother and I received warm hospitality
from Assistant Archive Officer Sree Montu
Babu Sharker and Curator of Archive &
Display Amena Khatun at the Liberation War
Museum. We were shown photographs of
my grandfather’s belongings and his exhibit,
and also received a hard copy printout for our
family records.

Beyond the permanent galleries, the staff
graciously brought us to see the Mobile
Museum bus itself. Although the artifacts were
not on display due to recent national events
and unrest, we were shown exactly where my
grandfather’s exhibit once traveled.

Knowing his story and sacrifice contributed
to the education of countless people across
Bangladesh brings me great joy. Visiting

the Liberation War Museum has bridged a
generational and geographical divide for me,
allowing me to appreciate the sacrifices of not
only my grandfather, but also the countless
people who gave their lives for Bangladesh’s

freedom.
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The Screemng was very
insightful. It painted

a light to the obscure
information’s during
the independence war.
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We are the student of class nine from Navy Anchorage School and College,

Dhaka. We gathered alot of practical knowledge about our liberation war

beyound our academics. This experience helped us visualize how the liberation

war took place.

Student of NASCD
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Interning at the Liberation War Museum : My Experience

I am a high school student from the
US, and this summer, I participated in
a two-week internship at the Liberation
War Museum. I first gained interest
in studying the Liberation War after
I conducted an oral history school
project where I interviewed

my grandfather, who is a

freedom fighter, about his
experience. This inspired

me to learn more about the
Liberation War, and I plan

to write a research paper

in the fall using skills and

historical context I gained at

the museum.

During the internship, I was

stationed with the archive

and research teams, they were

very helpful in giving me

guidance about the museum

and giving resources that £
broaden my understanding of

the war. On my first day, some members
of the staff guided me though a tour of
the four galleries of the museum, ranging
from ancient Bengal to the aftermath of
the war. I found much of the contents of
the gallery to be quite emotionally heavy.
However, in all, it was quite informative
and representative of the struggles of the
war.

Throughout the internship I had some
time to read through the museum’s
archived newspaper collection. These
are not usually available to the public,

Sameer Martin

and I am grateful for the opportunity
to consume these primary sources. In
addition, I was also given the opportunity
to visit the research library where I was
allowed to borrow some books for my
own studying, which was especially

useful in preparation for my research
paper.

Throughout the internship I met with
some of the museum’s specialized teams
including design, film, and outreach. With
these experiences, I was able to observe
the processes used by the museum to
educate visitors and students. Something
that interested me was the oral history
program part of the school outreach
initiative. These are stories collected by
students from elders in their community
who witnessed the Liberation War. They

were especially powerful in that they
gave a voice to the stories of individuals.
The program is also important as it helps
preserve history that may have been lost
if it were not recorded in this program.
During the internship, I also visited the
Jalladkhana Killing Field,
a site of mass atrocities
executed by the Pakistani
Army and collaborators.
Here countless civilians were
killed, and their bodies were
disposed of in a water well.
Seeing the belongings of the
victims and the exact room
where the killings occured
gave the genocide a new,
more human dimension than
one cannot gain from only
reading about it.
I believe that this experience
. has given me amore complex,
more comprehensive (but
still growing) understanding of the
Bangladesh Liberation War far deeper
than what I could have gained from
simply reading a summary article. I also
gained and exercised several valuable
skills during the internship such as
primary sources analysis and critical
idea production. Although the internship
was only two weeks, and I lack the skill
of an experienced academic scholar,
it was incredibly valuable as an early
experience with research and historical
preservation.
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