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The Historic 7th March Speech of
Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

“The Historic 7th March Speech of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman” was delivered by
Y (e Wﬂ"ﬁf’k Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on 7th

_QT% W March, 1971 who led the people of Bangladesh
ﬂli | |C|| I W \© to independence in 1971. At that time when the

SEQ| g! R E@T{a W ﬁ'f\@ W Pakistani military rulers refused to transfer power

to the Bengali nationalist leader Bangabandhu

GFEET R [egra woifde N e sereneetw (i JfRdw w3 Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, whose party Awami
M T T FCoI I AT | fewifo-og vt wAfawifere sAifss League gained majority in the National Assembly
a-@ Meifer wiferar Avmfere I @ CNFA-Ares vifvie Ml oig [edite of Pakistan in the general election held in 1970.
TRIAE @WWWW WWW@‘ C R | T The speech effectively declared the 1ndepenc}ence
SR ST TG el AT Syl aﬁmwmﬁww of Bangladqsh. The speech constitutes a falthful
| R SRR o i - doqumentatlon of how the f.aﬂure.of post—colomgl

- ISR TR ’ : ’ USURISER ° . nation-states to develop inclusive, democratic
’3@7{ @ g WTCWVW TQER WY OF-5& AR AR ©ITF society alienates their population belonging to
IBEE ISRl W%WWWWWWWW I different ethnic, cultural, linguistic or religious
IHIY Y YCgT TN SfSZrE q FE-9F ©IFer TSI (NN & 7t groups. The speech was extempore and there was
G- T ST ([IEPHIT TEOE 3T 059 T | TR N 20T no writteq script. However, th@ speech survived
weox Rrd SECE TR NICET ©IRceT W—W T @2”_\9 CGIE in the audio as well as AV versions.
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Speech for Sultana’s Dream
Reading Campaign Launch

Linh Anh Morea
UNESCO Regional Office, Bangkok, Thailand

It gives me great pleasure today to
contribute this message today in
Pairaband, Rangpur, the birthplace
of the great feminist writer, thinker
and educator Rokeya S. Hossain, to
celebrate the inscription of her ground-
breaking work of science fiction
‘Sultana’s Dream’ on the Memory of
the World Committee for Asia and
the Pacific (MOWCAP)’s Regional
Register.

From the moment the nomination
dossier came to my attention, it was
clear that I had been introduced to a
collection of works that were truly
special. Rokeya S. Hossain’s work is a
testament to the power of imagination
and innovation. In her historically
significant works of science fiction,
she wrote about helicopters and
solar energy long before they were
invented, demonstrating the foresight
of her imagination, and the power
that this holds in pushing innovation
forward. The greatest inventions were
all once upon a time a product of one’s
imagination, and today’s celebrated
author is no exception to this creative
process.

As I announced the inscription to the
MOWCAP Regional Register on 8
May 2024 in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, I
was fighting back the tears of emotion
and joy, as this successful outcome
is the result of two years of frequent
consultations to resolve technicalities

G (GATH STRICTCH TS Qb Gel1d AR Yfeqa Sies
S{fqefe e | Al <ica fof @y Aoy CTe:

A very big thank you for showing us the Liberation War
Museum which we have been looking forward to, as so many
have recommended the museum to us. Really impressive,

educational and a great pleasure.

Once again we are reminded about the struggle of the
Bangladeshi people, the rich history and the amazing resilience
of the nation. Also a very special time to visit the museum.

Thank you and all the best.

Ambassador of Denmark and family

between individuals and organizations
in Bangladesh, Thailand, Cambodia,
India, Republic of Korea, China,
Kyrgyzstan and all the way to Fiji, to
make the dream of this inscription --
which we all shared -- a reality.

In this regard, I would especially
like to thank Mr Mofidul Hoque and
the Liberation War Museum for their
tireless efforts, and for not giving up
on their dream. It has been a pleasure
collaborating with you and I hope to
work closely with more documentary
heritage custodians in Bangladesh in
the future.

We are also gathered here today to
celebrate the launch of a reading
campaign organized by the girl
students of the region. This initiative
1s a stellar example of the positive and
community-levelimpactthataMemory
of the World inscription can generate.
The celebration of this inscription and
the reading campaign will undoubtedly
contribute to raising awareness of the
possibilities that can arise from one’s
imagination and creativity, possibly
from one’s very own community, in
the same way Rokeya S. Hossain did
from her birthplace here in Pairaband.
While we are here to celebrate this
significant achievement, we must also
remember that there is still work to be
done to achieve Gender Equality. The
reading of ‘Sultana’s Dream’ should
also be encouraged among boys and

Pairaband, Rangpur
6 July 2023

men so that Rokeya S. Hossain’s
aspirations for Gender Equality can be
achieved together as a community.
Rokeya S. Hossain’s writings have
inspired creative works across the
world, demonstrating the global impact
of her imagination and creativity. To
all the women and girls who have a
dream, hold on to your dream, as you
never know how far it can take you.
To the communities of Bangladesh,
congratulations on the recognition
of ‘Sultana’s Dream’ by Rokeya
S. Hossain as a work of regional
significance across Asia and the
Pacific, and I wish all the girl students
of the region success with this exicting
reading campaign.
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Christian Brix Moller
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This national treasure has been a revelation.
It is a generational gift to future generations
and the essential point of reference for time
immemorial for national unity and
building.

state

Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed
Supreme Court of Bangladesh
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