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Resilience of Bangladeshi people very powerful,

inspiring: US DAS Afreen Akhter

US Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Afreen Akhter has said the
resilience of the Bangladeshi people is very powerful and inspiring.
While visiting the Liberation War Museum, she said the Museum

movingly conveys both the facts of that period as well as a sense of
what Bangladeshis experienced during that time.

“It’s an honour to have the opportunity to learn more about
Bangladesh’s struggle for freedom and democracy,” Afreen said.
She appreciated the experience and thanked the staff for providing
an excellent tour.
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Tombola night at Dhaka Club, the equiv-
alent of our Cricket Club, mainly women
in this huge hall. Women are rarely seen
walking on the streets, on buses.
#dhakatrippin

Travelling around Dhaka, I kept an eye
out for a respite from the intense traffic
and pollution. I found such an oasis at
the Faculty of Fine Art, Dhaka Univer-
sity. Walking around, peaking into class-
rooms, [ spied a lovely pigeon cote. There
is no canteen, food is served from huge
basins, and the students eat on benches in
the quads. This school has a strong focus
on painting, a rare sight these days. It was
designed in 1955 by Architect Muzharul

Islam. #dhakatrippin

We arrived too early, about 10am, and
found the mosque locked. An elderly
neighbour took us round to the back to
the iman’s house. Mehedi knocked on the
gate and mentioned across the courtyard
that he had a visitor from Singapore. His
wife said the iman wasn’t home, to come
back during the lunchtime prayers.

An hour later, rather than leave without
seeing inside since we had come all the
way from across town, I went over again
and ask if she could help, and she sent
someone to get the key from somewhere,

and a young man came to open the door
for us. He asked “Are you an architect?”.
Marina Tabassum’s Bait Ur Rouf Jame
Mosque is sited in a quiet neighbourhood.
It is a mosque for the community, it is
made of very modest in materials, bricks,
but its artistry and ambition is not mod-
est. | wonder if the users found it too se-
vere. too minimalist and monochromatic.
Mehedi Mostafa said it is well used by
the community. The spaces are sculp-
tured by light, and I found the rhythmic
expression of the bricks very meditative
and conducive for prayer even for non-
religious folk like myself. #dhakatrippin

Corners of busy streets usually stand a tea
stand lorded over by a chaiwallah. With
efficient gestures, a flick of a wrist, he (al-
ways a he) makes hot tea even for a hot day
for those needing a cuppa to get through
the day. Some are no more than a lean to,
others even have a TV set or a bench for
you to rest on. These little tea stands were
my salvation, I found very little reason
not to stop by one. Some shops with elec-
tricity have started to serve nescafe from
little vending machines. #dhakatrippin
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