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And weren’t we sighing and shedding
tears of expediency for over two decades?
There were hundreds and thousands of us
who were shell shocked in horror when
the Pakistani marauders ...! Ah the word
“marauders” and the word “pogrom” and
“annihilation” and a host of such words
that smell of the Swadhin Bangla Betar
Kendra. Didn’t we cry in despair when
Dhaka was being battered and mauled and
maimed on the night of the 25th and the
morning of the 26th of March?

Didn’t we frantically run around in a city
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Didn’t we owe it to her for a
long, long while?

just relieved of curfew to see
if our dear and near ones were
still living? Didn’t we see in our
minds eyes how our purpose
for living was going to be con-
trolled by the invader’s mercy?
We saw these and a lot more. It
was then that we had decided
to leave this dear city of ours
and go wherever we could find
the Bangladesh that Dhaka was
even two nights before. What
happened next is history.
This is the history I wanted my
child to know. This is the his-
tory I wanted my posterity to be
proud of. I desperately wanted
to imbue him with the pride of
an almost ethereal victory when
he pronounced the words Joy Bangla.
A battle cry that became the last uttered
words before my brother was felled by an
enemy bullet, my sister outraged. We saw
history created by tears, sweat and blood
of a whole nation was reversed totally, as
if by the swinging of a wand. With flagrant
disregard to the values and ideals of our
glorious war of liberation, a game of pal-
ace intrigue, of dark conspiracies, of mur-
der became the order of the day. The father
of the nation was annihilated with almost
all members of his family. Four national

-Aly Zaker

leaders arrested and put behind bars for
hardly any believable reason were brutally
murdered within the jail.

We were held hostage by volleys of blatant
lies that suited the power that be. All these
were possible because a credible source of
information of the war of liberation was
wanting. This was most terrifying for the
generation next. Without a history and
sense of direction they would grow up to
be as Shakespeare put it,” half made; sent
to this world before their time.” Would we
then have to do with a pack of Zombies?
This is what made me shudder in utter fear
and dismay. I am grateful to my friends
who had ignored the Pakistani bullets and
fought an unequal war defiantly, for their
decision to rope me in, into the Board of
Trustees of Liberation Museum.

There is at least one place within the city
of Dhaka today, where a living museum on
the war of liberation of Bangladesh, has on
display possibly he most genuine exhibits
that no other museum can ever claim to
have. This has been made possible by the
most generous contribution of those who
felt that the correct history of the nation
has to be put on record. We owed it to our
mother Bengal for a long, long time. By
this very deed we have only endeavored to
return only a part of our pledge to redeem
our responsibility to our mother.
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