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Reflection from the Participants
15th Certificate Course on Genocide and Justice

y experience with the 15th Certificate Course on Genocide
Mand Justice has been truly wonderful. My journey with the
Liberation War Museum began in my second year, when I
visited on a fieldwork trip for one of our courses. Since then, I have
never been able to escape the museum’s spell. I completed the 4th
Research Methodology Course, and I have also completed the 15th
Certificate Course on Genocide and Justice.
As Mofidul Haque Sir often says, there are many ways to enter a
museum, but once you have entered, it is very hard to leave its spell
behind. This is profoundly true, and it holds true for me as well.
Receiving the Best Participant recognition was a humbling and
unexpected honour. I joined the 15th Certificate Course on Genocide
and Justice simply because I wanted to learn and understand how
one works and conducts research on genocide and justice. Yet the
opportunities I received to learn and understand far exceeded my
expectations. Our session speakers were so qualified and resourceful
that there is no need to single anyone out; each was exceptional in
their own right.
Although I do not come from a legal background, I now have a clear
grasp of the fundamentals of what those with legal training have
studied. I learned about genocide itself and why justice is pursued,
as well as the differences between domestic and international law. I
now understand the basics of transitional justice in the aftermath of
genocide, and the roles of the ICT and the ICJ in addressing genocide.
However, the most impactful session for me was the one on hate
speech and hate preachers. Whenever I expressed an opinion on
contemporary issues, I would often become a target of hate speech
from hate preachers. Even when it didn’t affect me directly, it left
me distressed. Now that I can identify who they are and what their
motives are, it no longer troubles me.
My fellow participants were all remarkably supportive, and I have
made several new friends who are true well-wishers. Everyone
cheered me on so warmly that the image of their smiling faces is
still vivid in my eyes. This experience will remain a special chapter
in my life.
We completed this journey so beautifully thanks to the well-
organized efforts of Nazrana Apu and Agni. Talha and the volunteers
were also very helpful. They would remind us to return to class on
time after the break, and I appreciated that. We spent wonderful
times together.
I hope to carry what I have learned here into my future studies and
research, and to apply it with the same care and responsibility that
this course has taught me.
All in all, I extend my heartfelt gratitude to the Liberation War
Museum and the Centre for the Study of Genocide and Justice
for maintaining such an outstanding course. I hope this journey
continues in the future. As a participant, [ am deeply grateful to you
all. I leave you with my warmest love and best wishes.
Md. Sabuj Sheikh
Participant, 15th Certificate Course on Genocide and Justice
Department of Government and Politics, Jahangirnagar University

Some lessons are meant to be
heard, others have to be
stood beside

My journey through the 15th Certificate Course on Genocide
and Justice began in a classroom, with theories, definitions,
and questions about how genocide is understood and denied.
But it gradually took me beyond the classroom, into archives,
films, testimonies, legal debates, and most profoundly, to
the Jalladkhana Killing Field in Mirpur. Standing there
made the subject of genocide feel different. It was no longer
only a historical or academic concept; it became a question
of memory, loss, responsibility, and justice.

Over the weeks, the course unfolded as a journey through
Bangladesh’shistory and thebroaderlandscape ofatrocity and
justice. Sessions on the genocidal mentality and denial were
followed by discussions on 1971, family and loss, memory
and trauma, international criminal justice, transitional
justice, sexual violence, refugees, humanitarianism,
and human rights. The course continuously reminded
me that justice does not begin and end in a courtroom. It
also lives in documentation, remembrance, recognition,
reparations, and the courage to preserve difficult histories.
As a young researcher, this experience also changed how
I approach research. I learned that researching violence

demands more than collecting facts; it requires sensitivity
toward the people behind those facts and responsibility
toward the histories being represented. Receiving the
Best Researcher Award at the end of this journey was
deeply meaningful to me, not simply as recognition, but
as a reminder of the responsibility that comes with being a
researcher.
I entered this course wanting to understand genocide. I leave
with a more profound question: What responsibility do we
carry when we inherit the memory of injustice?
Perhaps that is the most important lesson [ will carry forward:
not simply to remember, but to remember responsibly; not
simply to research, but to research with purpose; and not
simply to learn about justice, but to keep asking what justice
demands of us.
Maria A Kibtia
Participant of 15th Certificate Course on Genocide and Justice
Department of Peace, Conflict and Human Rights
Bangladesh University of Professionals
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Excerpts from the Speech by Dr. Susan Vize
Head of Office and UNESCO Representative to Bangladesh
15th Certificate Course on Genocide and Justice

I had the opportunity when I was probably
about your age at 25 to go to Auschwitz
and it made a really big impact on me out
of all of the places I’ve been. I’ve traveled
quite a lot. But one place that always stays
with me is going to Auschwitz. I think
many of you have probably seen that very
iconic picture of the gate as you enter the
center. It’s a place where you can feel, you
can feel the people of the past. It’s not just
a building. I don’t think I’ve ever been to
a place that gave me shivers before. You
feel it when you walk inside. One of the
things that they’ve really tried to do there is
to preserve the memory of all of the people
who died there.

Some of you mentioned memorial site
visits where you went to some places of
similar depth to experience the things that
happened there and I hope that they had
some level of impact on you like going
to somewhere like Auschwitz. It’s not a
comfortable place to visit but if any of you
ever get to Poland, I certainly recommend
that you go and experience this. A really
important part of this experience is that
there are people in the world who are now
challenging that the Holocaust occurred.
It’s not that long before the Liberation War
in Bangladesh. Only 25 years difference.
In another 25 years time, I don’t think we
want to be at the point where people are
denying what happened here and denying
the impact. Every person in the country
was impacted in one way or another and
you and your parents were probably a part
of that so you also have the legacy of that
and it’s definitely something that should be
remembered.

At UNESCO we believe that learning
about genocide, learning about war, and
learning in a way that is putting a lens of
justice on this is a really important part of
every child’s upbringing. That it should be
in the school system. The second point is
preserving the memories and again this is
what the museum does. Its really important
that when we have these places that they’re
not just having a one-sided narrative or
presenting just the experience of one part
of society and this is actually something
really important for Bangladesh because
things tend to get politicized here. So the
fact that the Liberation War Museum is
independent is fantastic because it’s less
likely to be politicized. But everything
here has this level of politicization. So,
it’s really important that when you’re
preserving things, you do think about
it from different perspectives. A good

Another important thing is
empathy. Social and emotional
learning is not well developed

in Bangladesh in terms of
the education system. Theres
a really good reason for

developing empathy because it
will help every child here in their
neurological development. Brain
scan studies show that when we
have the practice of empathy, we
actually have better neurological

development of certain critical

thinking and other pathways in

our brain.

example is that women’s narratives are
often left out of conflicts. I saw the agenda
for the course and you’ve spent some time
looking into this. The same could be said
for narratives of indigenous people. There
are other minorities in the country. These
are other minorities and their narratives are
often left out of this. So, I encourage you
when you’re looking at these things in the
future that you think about the narratives
of everybody that was impacted. 1 think
the next thing is bringing to this analysis
critical thinking, problem solving and
self-reflection. What is your narrative of
the liberation war? What is your narrative
of the 2024 uprising? You’ve actually
experienced maybe a microcosm or a much
smaller event, but all of you lived through
2024. It’s still too fresh in the memory to
really settle on how you’re going to describe

it, but this is something that gives you a
smaller but a firsthand taste. Imagine if
this hadn’t come under control. This could
have expanded into something much more.
This is why understanding of genocide
and building social bonds are important. I
don’t see Bangladesh as necessarily being
a conflict-free country in the future. It may
be something that happens again and so
you and your self-reflection now can help
to build the social bonds to prevent this
from happening.

Another important thing is empathy.
Social and emotional learning is not well
developed in Bangladesh in terms of
the education system. There’s a really
good reason for developing empathy
because it will help every child here in
their neurological development. Brain
scan studies show that when we have the
practice of empathy, we actually have
better neurological development of certain
critical thinking and other pathways in
our brain. So when we are talking about
dealing with conflict studies, it’s really
relevant that we have empathy but we have
to develop this from childhood because if
you go too long without this, you won’t be
able to develop these kinds of social and
emotional skills to the same level.

It’s all very well and good to discuss
the hardest part which is developing
mechanisms for justice and I’m not saying
that there’s a solution. I think it was really
great for me to hear some of the students
talking about the fact that you’re very well
aware that victims have never received
appropriate recognition or compensation or
ways to make their life better. I think this is
part of justice. But in general, the systems
for social justice in the country aren’t that
strong. You have a lot of this being dealt
with by civil society. Civil society is very
strong in Bangladesh compared to most
other countries.

So I congratulate all of you for having
obviously spent a very enjoyable six
weeks, not just hard work but it sounds
like you’ve had a lot of fun along the way.
So it’s really great to hear what a positive
experience this was and I really appreciate
the fact that many of you are committing
to now taking this forward and making this
into something. You should continue to
explore, look for ways to get involved with
the Liberation War Museum or all of these
different institutions that have actually
shared their time with you over the last few
weeks.
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Upcoming Concert in
collaboration with
Alliance Francaise

The Liberation War Museum and Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka cordially invite you to a
concert dessiné by Le Voyage de Rézé,
combining live music, singing, drawing
and video.

Date and Venue

13 October 2026 at 7 pm
Liberation War Museum
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Plot F11/A-B, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
Agargaon, Dhaka

Please register by 10 October at communication@afdhaka.org. )
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