Young filmmakers, don’t
be afraid to challenge the
dominate narratives &
stereotypes of your times

-Catherine Masud

First of all 1 would like thank the
organizers of Liberation DocFest
Bangladesh, its a great honour to be
with you & particularly I would like to
thank Liberation War Museum, festival
committee, filmmakers & of course the
audiences who have made the online
festival such a great success. [ would like
to take a moment to express my sadness
for those we have lost during this terrible
pandemic. I know the Liberation War
Museum & the festival has also deeply
felt the loss.

This is been a wonderful event, featuring
films documenting, stories, people’s
movement, liberation struggle from
all over the world. From Argentina to

Hong Kong, from Greenland to South
Africa it’s been a very Impressive line
up. It’s also been a occasion to highlight
films under liberation war from past to
present including “Muktir Gaan”. As
well as, new Bangladeshi voices who
are bringing their youthful vision with
country’s struggle.

And for young filmmakers I would like
to say few words also. You are part
of cinematic story tellers, capturing
struggles & times, the Liberation war
& related themes. Don’t be afraid to
challenge the dominate narratives &
stereotypes of your times. In our times,
Tareq Masud & 1 tried to search out
untold stories & fought against threats
& sensorship to bring our creative vision
to the screen. So to the young people of
today, I say don’t be afraid to search for
the truth & find you own voice to tell it.
There’s a responsibility also that comes
with the role of documentary storytellers.
A responsibility to be truthful & ethical.
Also a responsibility to breath & inspire.
Let the documentaries you craft be like
begins life to inspire you generation
& the generation to come. Because we
will never rise if we stand alone. We
must stand together & help others come
forward in order to build a better society.
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Film review: Son of the streets
By Shamonti Adrita

“Son of the streets” is a short documentary film by film maker and
director Mohammed Almughanni. It was selected and awarded
at numerous film festivals around the world such as — “The Silver
Eye Award” at Ji.hlava Film festival Prague, Czech Republic, 2020,
“The Youth Jury Award” at Liberation Docfest, Dhaka, Bangladesh,
just to name a few. He has made other award-winning narrative and
documentary films such as “Blacklisted” (2020), “Falafala” (2019),
“Operation” (2018), to name a few.
This documentary film takes us through the daily life of a thirteen-
year-old boy named Khodor, whose family is trying to issue him an ID
document that proves his existence and gives him right to education,
healthcare and movement outside of the Palestinian refugee camp of
Shatila in Beirut, Lebanon. Over the course of the entire film many of
the old family secrets gets revealed.
This films perfectly encapsulates the reality of many children across
the world, not just Khodor. Technically he’s a nobody. As per according
to the law he does not even exist, and yet he is surrounded by people
who do care for him and love him. People who are trying their best to
provide him a better chance at life.
As the film moves on, we see this innocent, young and enthusiastic
teenage boy, going about his daily life having fun with friends,
working and even having a girlfriend. Everything one would expect
of a typical teenage boy, yet he is acutely aware of the fact that he is an
“orphan”, with such complex family dynamics and parentage, much
of which he does not
fully understand. We see
his family trying their
level best to provide him
with an ID, which proves
his existence in society,
but at times you could
see them losing their
patience and  getting
frustrated. But they still
carry on, not giving up
on him.

To me what makes this
an exceptionally brilliant film is the overall cinematography — the way
it is done, is so simple and yet extremely captivating and aesthetic to
watch. The editing, music, camera angles and color — everything was
in complete sync with the flow of the story.

It is so captivating, that I literally felt as if I was getting pulled into the
film. Like I myself was literally there in that place and time following
Khodor or watching his family converse. As the film went on, I thought
that I myself could feel the confusion, the curiosity and the enthusiasm
displayed in Khodor’s eyes.

Now, I could go on and on about what a brilliant experience “Son of the
streets” is, but it still wouldn’t be enough. So, to conclude, it is a film
worth watching, especially if you like short films and documentary films.
It most certainly provides you with a different perception of the world we
live in. Makes you realize exactly how fortunate some of us are.

Mahdi Fleifel,

director of 3
Logical Exits

— Natasha Ruwona

GSFF speaks to Mahdi Fleifel

about his film 3 Logical Exits.

The film reunites us with Reda,

a Palestinian stranded in the Ain el-Helweh refugee camp in Lebanon and the
protagonist of two of Fleifel’s previous films. The film is a sociological
meditation on the different “exits” that young Palestinians choose, in order to
cope with life in the refugee camps.

First of all I just wanted to say thank you for this film, it’s beautifully shot and
tells of important stories that need to be shown. Obviously the subject matter
is one that is very difficult, and I wanted to ask you about the emotional impact
of filming. I think about this in my own work a lot - how certain topics can be
triggering and how to protect my own mental health while doing the necessary
work of engaging with hard topics. How was the filming process for you and
what things did you need to consider for yourself as a director, but also as a
human being faced with the challenges of representing these stories accurately
while maintaining your own feelings and concerns?

I have been filming in the camp for more than a decade and Reda is someone
I know very closely. To me it never feels like I’'m an outsider coming in to
document a strange world. It’s my own world, and although I don’t live there,
I’'m from there and I belong there. It makes me feel completely integrated
to document what I see, even if most of the things I witness make me feel
hopeless. The fact that I am able to record it so closely, gives me a sense of
hope. In a strange way it gives me strength. To me, my films are very personal,
and they’re the attempt to hold on to the forgotten, and mark what shouldn’t be
erased from collective memory.

Youused the same protagonist in 3 Logical Exits within your films XENOS and A
Man Returned. How did you build and maintain that relationship with Reda
through his journey? He seems very comfortable with you and so many of the
shots feel quite intimate due to the filming style, in some ways you forget the
camera is on him when he’s talking to you, as he speaks so naturally.

I have known Reda since he was ten years old, he is my grandfather’s neighbour
and [ have documented his life for the past 20 years.

Lastly, can you talk a little bit about the format of storytelling that you took
within 3 Logical Exits. At parts, Reda is narrating, but you also have a narration
role as well as the woman who speaks in conversation with you, can you talk
about the choices that you made for telling the story?

I wanted to continue playing with the form I had in my two previous
shorts, XENOS and I Signed the Petition, where [ use phone calls as a narration.
Here it was important to have Reda’s story placed in a broader context relating
to the Palestinian youth in the camps today. When I had filmed Reda in the
summer of 2019, I had just read my friend Marie Kortam’s report - she’s a
sociologist and her focus has been on Palestinian refugees in Lebanon. I wanted
to shed light on her ideas and observations about these ‘logical exits’. To me
the form of 3 Logical Exits was a sort of fragmented audio-visual journal of my
experience in Ain El-Helhweh last summer. I wanted to stay true to that, and
keep it as raw and intense as I experienced it.
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