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Applications are now open for the 15th
Certificate Course on Genocide and Justice
commencing on 7 August 2026!

Are you interested in  understanding
genocide, mass atrocities, memory, justice,
and humanitarian crises? Join a month-long
learning experience featuring interactive

sessions by renowned academics, practitioners,
and social activists on key issues related to
genocide and justice, along with a field wvisit
to one of the memorial sites of genocide.
In-person Weekend Classes (Friday & Saturday)

Application Deadline: 8 July 2026

Application Form:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSecXMAaAQIwvp2WCUZDMFJH_LMf-_

EBuJOazbVgHSdMaEmipA/viewform
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For World Refugee Day, I traveled to the Rohingya refugee
camps in Cox’s Bazar, where we marked the occasion with an
incredible football tournament between Rohingya refugees, and
humanitarian and government colleagues. In a thrilling final
match on Sunday, the Rohingya footballers took the trophy, with
a 2-0 victory.

Too often, refugees are seen only through the lens of crisis —
through politics, security concerns, images of suffering, and
stories that emphasize difference rather than solidarity. On that
football field, we saw young people with hopes, dreams, and
talent — like young footballers and fans anywhere in the world.
Against the backdrop of the World Cup, the image was especially
powerful. It reminded us that aspiration, ability, and joy are
universal.

Today, we remember the strength and courage of the 10 million
Bangladeshi men and women who sought shelter across the border
in India during the devastating 1971 Liberation War. Though they
carried few material possessions, each of them carried hopes for
the future.

And, eventually, this brave nation emerged from the hopes,
dreams, courage and sacrifices of individual Bangladeshis.

This history lives in this country’s recent memory — especially in
the way that Bangladeshis have opened their doors and hearts to
the Rohingya community.

But, today, World Refugee Day takes place against a backdrop
of uncertainty, mounting pressure on asylum systems, shrinking
humanitarian aid, and record levels of forced displacement. There
are more conflicts, and they last longer.

70% of the world’s refugees live in protracted displacement —
in exile for five years or more, with no clear path home. That is
nearly 25 million people.

Total refugee numbers fell slightly in 2025 — the first decline in
a decade. But, if we look closely at the returns, more than 90%
went back to just three countries: Afghanistan, Syria, and Sudan
— places still marked by insecurity and destroyed infrastructure.
Resettlement collapsed: fewer than 82,000 people were resettled
globally last year, down from 189,000 in 2024. The gap between
need and response has never been wider.

Being a refugee should never be a permanent condition.
Humanitarian assistance should never be more than a temporary
lifeline. When refugees are left for years in a state of dependency
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— without the chance to actively create their own lives — the
global system has failed.

The 1.2 million Rohingya here in Bangladesh deserve better. Not
just refugees, they are members of the world’s largest stateless
population — 41% of all stateless people on earth are Rohingya.
It’s not a choice to be stateless. And it’s not a choice to be a
refugee. The Rohingya tell us every day that they want to return
— when it is safe— just as Bangladeshis did in 1971.

But the conditions in Myanmar are not right for people to return
in a safe, dignified, voluntary — and durable — manner. The
root causes of their displacement persist. Fighting continues in
Rakhine State. They still lack rights. As of today, no party in
Myanmar has a plan to address their statelessness.

In the spirit of shared humanity, can we ask people to return under
such risky conditions?

Meanwhile, the Joint Response Plan for the Rohingya
humanitarian crisis is underfunded. This means less assistance,
disrupted education, weakened health services, and growing
protection risks — especially for women and girls.

Less funding means difficult choices that affect people’s long-
term health, safety and dignity — with serious consequences for
the future.

Three things are required.

First, donors must stay the course to prevent deteriorating
humanitarian conditions. Bangladesh has done more than its
share to support the refugees. The international community must
match that with sustained, predictable funding.

Second, it is critical to invest in self-reliance — livelihoods,
skills, education — so that dependency gives way to opportunity.
Donors continue to show generosity — but we cannot expect
humanitarian funding to return to previous levels.

The only way to keep the situation manageable is to ensure that
refugees have a little bit more of their own income.

Third, solutions in Myanmar must stay at the forefront. We
need to find a way home for the Rohingya. If the international
community believes this crisis has gone on too long, it must
invest in solutions. Particularly conditions that that make safe,
voluntary, and durable return possible.

In 1971, Bangladeshis’ displacement lasted months, not decades.
A happy ending may be late for the Rohingya — but not too late.
They are counting on us.
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