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Bangabandhu, Nationalism and Internationalism

Public Reasoning and Lessons for Our Times
Dr. Haider A. Khan, University of Denver

Summary of the Lecture in Honor of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
Liberation War Museum, July 30, 2020

Allow me to begin by describing a mass meeting on 3 January, 1971 in
which I myself was present. I am sure many if not all of the founders and
trustees of the Liberation War Museum were also there. If some were not there
physically, I am sure they remember the momentous event from the personal,
radio, television and newspaper accounts of January 3-4, 1971 and for days
afterwards.

The meeting began with the singing of what was already becoming the
unofficial national anthem, a song with lyrics by the great poet Rabindranath
Tagore with a melody that he borrowed from a beautiful Baul song. I had
been singing this song and leading others to sing it in unison in many protest
meetings and marches. I have to confess that it was a very proud moment
for me personally as it was for the others active on the cultural side of the
liberation movement as well. Then Bangabandhu himself led the crowd into
chanting our revolutionary slogans that had emerged through the eventualizing
dynamics of the mass movement, Amar Desh, Tomar Desh ... Bangladesh!
Bangladesh! (My country, your country — Bangladesh! Bangladesh!), Jago,
Jago — Bangalee Jago (Awaken, Oh Bangalees!), Joy Bangla! (Victory to
Bangla).

Not only this song with lyrics by Tagore which is now officially the national
anthem of Bangladesh but we sang the other songs also after the oath-taking
ceremony by the elected MNAs and MPAs. the second song would become the
signature song for the Free Bangla

and specific types of chronotopes. My research emphasizes the construction
of public and collective goods through the use of common narratives and
original interpretations for advancing the common good. In the East Pakistan
of the 1960s the construction of the six points and 11 points programs in light
of the theory of two economics advanced in the 1950s and 1960s by a group
of Bengali economists can be insightfully seen from this new perspective of
narrative politics.

Lessons for our Times — An Eleven Point Strategic Agenda for the Youth
in the 21st Century :
1. Methodologically and substantively for progressive political practice, the
most important lesson for young people everywhere from the lifelong political
activism of Bangabandhu is to recognize the importance of building progressive
political movements and to learn constantly from within the movement about
the relationships between the local and global politics, between the complex
(sometimes with many contradictory elements that need to be confronted and
analyzed openly and honestly) nationalism of the oppressed and the equally
complex democratic internationalism from below.
2. The post-WW2 socio-economic-political social democratic/embedded
liberal consensus in the Global North is frayed. Young people need to build
various types of socially oriented democratic movements.

3. In the Global South, although export-

Radio Center during the liberation [ led growth became possible for some
war. This song was Joi Bangla, [ = countries that pursued what has called
Banglar Joy! (Victory, Yes Victory -,.i’",n., Center for the Study of Genocide and Justice(CSGJ) “strategic openness” most countries did
to Bangla!). After so many years, I | @ of the not or could not achieve this type of
can still feel the pulses quicken as Liberation War Museum growth.

they did in the immense crowd then. == presents special lecture 4. Furthermore, the gains from
Indeed as the English poet William F on “Globalization” when present have

Wordsworth wrote thinking of the P
French Revolution more than 180

years ago

“Bliss it was in that down to Guest Lecturer: Dr. Haider A. Khan
11336 ?liveb University of Denver
ut 1o i € young was very Thursday, 30 July 2020 at 8:30 PM (Dhaka Time)
heaven.
Bangladesh hberatlon Stl'uggle https:/fus02web.zoom us/meeting/register/tZcpf--qrzMqHNdhQks2M_gsRoHGApaaA0XT

in its many phases leading to the [

emergence of Bangabandhu Sheikh

Muyjibur Rahman as the undisputed leader in 1969-70 holds many lessons for
the young people all over the world including Bangladesh. The deeply sincere
and deftly dialectical synthesis of ideas of national liberation and democratic
internationalism in Bangabandhu as a leader of an extraordinary movement is
thus particularly relevant today and rewarding to study. The forces of racism
and neo-fascism that are once again on the march can only be defeated by mass
popular struggles of the kind that Bangabandhu and others led in the past. But
the ultimate victory for the anti-racist and anti-fascist struggles developing
today all over the world must at the end also lead to a more people-oriented
economy, society and polity as happened at least in part after the defeat of
fascism in WW2. The heroic sacrifices made by people everywhere during
WW?2 led to various forms of social democracy and decolonization after the
war.

However limited, there are important historical markers of people’s democratic
achievements. Likewise, in spite of its many limitations the Bangladesh
liberation movement. I argue, can be seen as a historical marker not just for
the young people in Bangladesh today but also for the youth everywhere
dreaming of a better world who are awakening all over our crisis-ridden
planetary civilization.

Bangabandhu in death needs neither adulation nor condemnation but rather
the world needs an objective evaluation of the most important ideas that
motivated millions of people during their struggle for self-determination. In
many ways, Bangabandhu embodied symbolically their aspirations and his
ideas concentrated the inchoate but deeply felt needs of the people. The specific
— in some particular instances in space and time, even unique — historical
trajectories of secular democratic and socialist ideals and discourses of politics
and political economy are the most important here. Undoubtedly, there is
much to be criticized if for no other reason then simply for incompleteness.
Therefore, my aim here is also to extend the discussion in several useful
directions for the future. This is undertaken in the concluding part of all three
of my books but particularly intensively in my most recent book.

Finally, the present effort may also be considered in light of the emerging
frontier areas of research on mainstream narrative politics as well as the more
radical post-Bakhtin analytical approach to narrative form as a polyphonic
and dialogical discourse of the people with necessary, inevitable heteroglossia

Professor of Economics at the Joseph Korbel School of International Studies

‘Bangabandhu, Nationalism and Internationalism : Lessons for Today been unevenly distributed everywhere.

Consequently, inequalities in income
and wealth distribution have risen
almost everywhere in the world in the
late 20th and in the 21st century so far.
5. Therefore, we have a heavily polarized
world both in the Global North and in
the Global South. We have to build a
movement for fighting to remove the
root causes of polarization.

6. Building various types of socially oriented democratic movements will
require courage and steadiness; but these qualities aec not enough. From
Bangabandhu and Bangladesh liberation movement, we can also learn the
value of organizing in a detailed, consistent manner relentlessly, always going
lower and deeper among the masses. Learning from Rosa

Luxemburg’s dialectical analysis which was independently rediscovered and
applied creatively by Bangabandhu, we should fight for both broad and specific
reforms everywhere, but build a base for ever deeper social and democratic
revolutions dialectically within our fight for reforms.

7. One must build local and global anti-racist and anti-facist democratic
coalitions strategically, but tactics need to be flexible and adaptable according
to changing internal (national) and external (international) conditions.

8. There will be no narrow one-size fits-all narrative of struggle. Instead there
will be many voices necessitating the building of appropriate polyphonic
narratives of resistance. It is critical for all voices to be heard and all liberatory
points of view to be discussed openly.

9. As the eventualizing dynamics unfold with multiple trajectories in specific
parts of the world, the leaders of mass movements must choose carefully and
optimally at each step but know that all liberation struggles must embrace
to various degrees some uncertainty. It is not possible to build a progressive
political movement without embracing uncertainty in a rational manner.

10. Therefore, a polychronotope of struggle will be the norm. But how to
understand the polychropotope for each situation and sequence of events is an
empirical matter calling adventurism and opportunistic rightism can be avoided
at crucial strategic junctures. This will truly have to be an exercise in the
applied science of complex socio-economic-political systems Bangabandhu’s
life of steadfast political engagement has many specific lessons to offer.

11. The progressive struggles themselves will be kaleidoscopic but broad
qualities like anti-patriachy, anti-racism including respecting the rights of
minority groups, particularly the indigenous peoples and movement towards
equalizing socially embedded capabilities for all will give an egalitarian
strategic focus for deepening democracy. Together with a steady strategy
of democratic internationalism, the movements of the future will be able to
organize for liberation both locally and globally in an integrated manner.




Public Lecture on Bangabandhu and His Struggle
to Establish Justice for Genocide Victims

Mofidul Hoque
Director, Center for the Study of Genocide and Justice
14 Aug 2020
@ Public Lecture

The public lecture focused on the aftermath of Ban-
gladesh genocide when the nation emerged as an
independent state and raised the issue of justice for
mass atrocity crimes. During the nine-month long
war atrocities committed by the Pakistan Army
was widely reported/discussed, genocidal elements
identified but after the end of war, a new reality
emerged with the UN, relevant agencies and major
powers not only endorsed denial of genocide but
put pressure on Bangladesh to stop any move to-
wards justice, specially to try 195 Pakistani POW
for their genocidal crimes.

Bangabandhu, as leader of an impoverished third
world country took various measures to be at the
side of victims and ensure justice for them.

On his return from Pakistani captivity on 10 Janu-
ary Bangabandhu at a memorable meeting held
at Suhrawardy Park appealed to the UN to send a
team of investigators and arrange for trial of the

i on
Bangabandhu and His Struggle to Establish Justice for Genocide Victims
Speaker : Mofidul Hoque
Director, Center for the Study of Genocide and Justice &
Trustee, Liberation War Museum
14 August 2020, at 17:45-18:30 (Dhaka time)

For advance registration please visit- G
DJLRGUTENNRihuQzdSaUpddz09 S ks

Organized by

% Center for the Study of Genocide and Justice (CSGJ)

Liberation War Museum

perpetrators of genocide.

Unfortunately the international community was not
prepared for that and Bangabandhu had to go alone
to issue Presidential Order on 24 January 1972 to
try local collaborators. Under his leadership the
parliament adopted International Crimes Tribunal
Act in 1973 to try the major perpetrators. From the
Pakistani Prisoners of War 195 senior officer were

identified to be tried according to international law.
The global community at that time failed to meet
their obligation. Morever they put strong pressure
on Bangladesh to release the 195 POW accused of
serious crimes. In 1974 the government repatriated
the POW to Pakistan as an act of clemency from
their trial in Bangladesh which does not mean giv-
ing them impunity from their role in genocide of
1971. The struggle for justice for genocidal crime
under the leadership of Bangabandhu has opened
new path and possibilities which has been reflected
37 years later with the establishment of Internation-
al Crimes Tribunal of Bangladesh in 2010.

Now as the nation is observing the Birth Centenary
of Bangabandhu and will be observing the 50th
Anniversary of its independence and genocide in
Bangladesh, it is imperative that global community
and Bangladesh re-visit the past and learn lessons
from there.
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The course shall end on 30 August 2020.

CSGJ Online Certificate Course on Genocide and Iustlce

Center for the Study of Genocide and Justice, Liberation War Museum is pleased |
to arrange its month-long certificate course on genocide and justice online.
Commencing from 07 August 2020, this course offers a number of interesting
sessions where the speakers from home and abroad shall be discussing about the
ongoing conflicts, historical backgrounds of international crimes, transitional
justice etc. The speakers of abroad include Dr. Ahrar Ahmed (USA), Dr. M
Sanjeeb Hossain (UK), HarunoNakashiba (UNHCR), Dr. Theresa De Langis
(USA), Dr. Tomasz Lachowski (Poland), Patrick Burgess (Australia), Irene
Victoria Massimino (Argentina), Wayne Jordash (Netherlands).

In total 40 Bangladeshi participants (university students and young
professionals) are attending the course. The month-long certificate course is
held online (using Zoom platform) on each Friday and Saturday afternoon.
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On behalf of my delegation and indeed as
my own behalf, I wish to express our sincere
and proformed gratitude to the great people
of this great nation and management of this
museum for preserving this rich History of the
Liberation War by the Bangladesh Heroes. We
have learned a lot during the well conducted
tour. Through the narrations by the conducting
lady. We have vividly sees how much suffering
was endored and amounts of blood shed during
the liberation war.

All was not in vain, As the people of
Bangladesh are now enjoining the fruits of the
courage and patriotism of the heroes. We urge
the people of Bangladesh to preserve this rich
history for the generation yet to come. As we
go back to Zambia, we wish the people of this
great nation god’s blessings and bright future.

Zambia Army Commander
Lt. Gen William M. Sikazwe and His

Delegagion
17 Feb, 2020
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Very inspiring history chronicled. Bangladesh
became reality because of fighting people of
Bangladesh, Mujibur Rahman’s leadership,
Indian stood solidly with the People.
We have memories of this war of independence
of Bangladesh as we were leading student
movement in colleges and collected
contribution for Bangladesh.
Prakash Javadekar
Minister for environment, forest & climate
change

Such a moving, inspirational experience —
you’ve brought the extraordinary history of
the remarkable Bangladeshis people to life in
these galleries. Thank you for shining a bright
light on the power of the people of Bangladesh
in the face of genocide.
Elizabeth Silkes
August 8§, 2019

The world may not officially recogmaize the
genocide of the Bangladeshi people, but the
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museum is a powerful experience in truth
telling. The strength, resilience & dedication
of the Bangladesh people in the struggle for
freedom is an inspiration to marginaliged
people the world round. Continue shining
your flame of hope.

Ereshnee Naidu

A unique and truly gratifying visit. The fight

of a people against such blatant oppresion, the

triumph over such dismal circumstances. It

was driren home to me of how we must not be

docile and accept but we must rise and fight,
with heart and soul to overcome.

My thanks to the amazing staff present to

guide us. Not only an informative but truly

enjoyable visit.

I wish you all success for future

Ms. Mawess Gabriel

Principle Information and Communication

Officer

Department of the blue Economy
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AT (JIEM) BT ¢ hitps:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=2W2asLc85
cY &feature=youtu.be
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GGDxYnks&feature=youtu.be
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M&feature=youtu.be
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