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Bengalis Overcome Hatred
b

Help Pakistani Refugees

By Fred Bridgeland
Reuter

COMILLA, Bangladesh,
Feb 3 — A few Bengalis in
the new state of Bangladesh
are still prepared to help
West Pakistanis to safety de-
spite the hatred that has
convulsed the region during
the past vear.

Bengali assistants are
playing key rolesin helping
the International Red Cross
to take stranded West Pakis-
tanis overnight to the safety
of special camps in Dacca
and Chittagong from this
eastern Bangladesh town.

One Red Cross worker, a
voung Frenchman named
Jean-Pierre Gontart, invited
me this week to join him on
one of his 100-mile night
runs from Comilla to Chat-
tagong.

His charges were a West
Pakistani who had lived in
East Bengal for eight years
__five of them in prison on
conviction for manslaughter
——a factory watchman who
lived here for 20 vears with
his Bengali wife and three
voung daughters, and a Ben-
gali woman and her five-
manth-old child anxious to
join her husband in the
West.

They had all been given

One of them, armed with
a rifle, told me near the ref-
ugee reception center that
he was just going on night
patrol to hunt down an al-
leged looter.

Beautiful Bodyguards

Gontart said there had
been harassment by guerril-
las at some of the eight Red
Cross centers he worked for,
and one center had to be
transferred to another town.
He declined to give any fur-
ther details, but added that
he made his runs at night to
minimize the danger for his
passengers.

When 1 asked what pre-
cautions he made against
possible incidents —on the
way, he replied, I carry
bodyguards.” The body-
guards turned out to be two
beautiful teenaged Bengali
students, Nashima and Shal-
ina, who handed out Jas-
mine flowers to everybody.

Gontart placed his flowers
between his lips and sat in
the front of the station
wagon with the girls and the
Bengali driver. The Ben-
gali's job was to persuade
inquisitive persons on the
way lo Chittagong that the
trip was a normal Red Cross

supply run.

villages along the Bengla-
desh horder with India and
Pakistani army trucks shot
up by Indian planes.
Slaughter House

We also crossed several
dried-up river beds where
concrete bridges had been
blown up either by the
Mukti Bahini or the retreat-
ing Pakistani Army.

At 3:30 am., we entered
the steep-sided Tiger Pass
north of Chittagong and
presently drew up at the
Hotel Agrabad, a Red Cross
neutral zone during the re-
cent war where 4,000 civil-
ians took shelter. Bengalis
say that the nearby Chitta-
gong Circuit House, a hand-
some British-built structure,
was turned by Pakistani sol-
diers into a human torture
and slaughter house.

At 8:20 am., our passen-
gers were handed over to a
Chittagong Red Cross repre-
sentative to be taken to a
special camp for West Paki-
stani civilians near Chitta-

gong. i :
A Red Cross source said
the chances of the 1,000
camp residents reaching
home were “good.” ]
Unconfirmed reports said
there were 3,000 West Paki-
is in a similar camp near
Dacca, but that several thou-
sand others had already
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