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Reflection from the Participant of the 14th Certificate
Course on Genocide and Justice

ations, Dhaje

the Best Participant Award in

the 14th Certificate Course on
Genocide and Justice. Being part of this
program was a profoundly enriching
experience, and | am grateful for the
opportunity to share my reflections.
As a final-year law student at the
School of Law, BRAC University,
my academic focus has primarily
been on domestic law. However, my
experiences in moot court competitions
and research projects sparked a strong
interest in International Humanitarian
Law (IHL) and International Criminal
Law (ICL). Much of this interest
developed independently through
self-learning, curiosity, and personal

he 14th Certificate Course on
I Genocide and Justice organized

by the Center for the Study of
Genocide and Justice — CSGJ at the
Liberation War Museum was one of
the most fulfilling academic courses
that [ fortunately got to experience.
Being a law student with an interest
in Human Rights, the course offered
guidance that can be received at few
places if not none. A comprehensive
experience ranging from academic
lectures, engaging group works,
networking opportunities and most
importantly a walk through history.
All around, it wasn’t only a learning
experience but also enjoyable.
The academic lectures during
the course stand out for their
efficiency and easy to understand
approach. A number of participants
were of backgrounds outside the
expected academic streams, such as
Anthropology, English, Archeology,
Women & Gender Studies etc.
However, every lecturer ensured that
their classes were accessible to each
and every one present in the course;
even classes which were enshrined
by the legal world. Dr. Upal Aditya
Oikya and Mofidul Haque, a trustee
of the Liberation War Museum
kickstarted the academic lectures
by an introduction to International
Criminal law and a walk through
history respectively; which was then
followed by a plethora of brilliant
lecturers from various backgrounds.

Iam deeply honored to have received

initiative rather than formal
institutional influence.

When [ came across the
circular for this certificate
course, I knew it was a
unique chance to learn
from experts in the field.
My motivation was purely
knowledge-driven; I
was eager to engage in
discussions, ask questions,
and explore the subject
matter deeply, without any
expectation of awards or
recognition. The depth and structure of
the course exceeded my expectations.
The curriculum was thoughtfully
designed, covering fundamental
aspects of international criminal
law, including war crimes, refugees,
the experiences of Biranganas, and
human rights issues. What particularly
impressed me was the holistic approach
taken by the course instructors, they
analyzed the 1971 Liberation War
and the associated genocide not only
from a legal perspective but also in a
societal context. This dual perspective
was eye-opening; it reinforced the
understanding that law is shaped by
historical and social realities, not

The lectures

by Barrister

Sara Hossain

& Dr. Megha
Guhathakurta
particularly stand
out for diving into
less discussed
aspects of the 1971
Genocide.

Besides the
academic lectures,
the course was
filled with engaging
segments throughout. Writer Aulic
A. particularly conducted a fantastic
segment related to what powerful
terms such as peace, harmony,
ecocide means to the participants.
Nasrin Akter of AJAR provided

an insightful learning experience

on how stories are collected from
communities who have been
subjected to mass violence. The
segment stands out for blending the
concept of transitional justice with
field methodologies which were
previously unknown to me. Being
an avid watcher of movies, the film-
screening introduced us to some
lesser-known heroes of the liberation
war.

Finally, the field trip to the
Jalladkhana Killing Field in

Mirpur was an eerie but necessary
experience; learning about a brutal
incident and standing on the ground
where it happened was an eye-

merely written statutes.

The course reignited my passion for
learning in this field. I found myself
eagerly awaiting each session, deeply
engaged in every discussion, and
inspired by the insights shared by
experts like Barrister Sara Hossain. Her
session on war children particularly
motivated me to pursue a research
paper on war childs, through which I
identified a significant research gap,
a study I plan to continue in the near
future.

Being recognized as the Best
Participant is an honor I will cherish,
but more importantly, the knowledge
and perspective I gained are invaluable.
I am sincerely grateful to the Centre
for Study of Genocide and Justice for
organizing such a meaningful program,
and I look forward to collaborating
with the center in future initiatives. I
hope that this platform continues to
inspire and educate aspiring scholars
in the years to come.

Nirbachita Haque

LLB Student, School of Law
BRAC University

Participant, 14" Certificate Course on
Genocide and Justice

opening trip. The architecture of
the memorial, the documentation of
uncountable killing fields, the well
where the bodies were buried; all
these provided an experience which
can be said for all the participants was
once in a lifetime.
All in all, the course, although
thought to be rather academic at face
value, subverted the expectation and
provided a comprehensive, engaging
learning experience which is very
much necessary during these times.
I wish all those involved with the
center all the very best, expect they
will keep doing the good work and
conduct such courses further, so that
me and all other participants can have
the good fortune of experiencing them
further.
Arijit Datta
LLM student
Jahangirnagar University
Participant, 14th Certificate Course on
Genocide and Justice
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This is a powerful and instructive museum. My visit has deepened
by love for my knowledge and understanding of the origin of this
country. The European Union is present in Bangladesh as your
steadfast partner and I will continue to work to deepen our relations.
Our origin lay in the aftermath of war and our role is to support your
development as well as peace in this region, mutual understanding
and respect. I am myself- firm believe in the analyze that to know
where you are going, you must know where you came from and the

role of museums such as this is absolutely central.
Michael Miller/19.9.2025
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Very happy to discover, in my first week in Dhaka as Ambassador
of France to Bangladesh, to discover this splendid museum, full of
documents and pictures, which allow to understand your country’s
history.

Thank you for your warm welcome! I will come back to discover more
thoroughly the richness of its collection.

Merci beaucoup.

Jean-Marc Série-Charlet
Ambassadeur de France au Bangladesh.
IX. 2025
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